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Do in the Paston Letters (3)

Kazuo Mano

Introduction

The verb do developed its syntactic functions in the history of the English
language.

It has been used as a pro-verb (e.g. he went there as I did) since old
bEnglish. In Middle English it has a causative meaning (e.g. he did build a
house = he caused someone to build a house) Along with the usage as a main
verb we now use the verb periphrastically — in question, negative sentence,
to add an emphasis to a statement or to strengthen an imperative (e.g. do you
knowit? I do not know it, I do know it. do be quiet!).

The text used is Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century. Part 1 &

II, Oxford University Press. 1971, 1976, edited by Norman Davis.

1. The Types of do
Do is classified as follows for the sake of convenience.
A: 1. do (causative) + Noun + bare infinitive
2. do (causative) + Noun + fo-infinitive
3. do (causative) + Noun + past participle
B: 1. do + bare infinitive (a) causative do
(b) marginal do
(c) meaningless do

2. do + to-infinitive  (a) causative do



(b) marginal do
(c) meaningless do
3. do + past participle (a) causative do
(b) marginal do
(c) meaningless do
C: do as a main verb
1. do + Noun
2. others
D: do as a pro-verb (including do + it, do + s0)

E: do in interrogative and negative sentences

The table 1 shows the frequency in the each generation of the addresser of

the Paston family while the table 2 shows the one in the addressee.

addressor 1i2:3 1 2 3 1 i2
@ ®ol@ o oleo o

(1st generation)
William 1°(12)” 1il 1
Agnes(3)
sub total 1il: il

(2nd generation)
John 1(259) 7:1:2[9:6:6]1 1
Edmond I(1)
William 11(2)
Margaret(77)

sub total 7i1485 9;6;61; il

(3rd generation)
John 11(47)
John I1I(70)
Edmond II(1)
William I11(4)
Margery(1)




sub total o114
(4th generation) i i
William IV(5) il
Related Documents(61) | 2 4
total 103:6/10 8 14/1. 1|5
table 1
2. Type A

The causative do of type A has an object noun and its bare infinitive as a

complement.

27.11” And pe seid William Clopton shall do his feffees make a lawfull
estate to pe seid

William of londes, tenementz, rentz, and servuysez ...

(Agnes, Perhaps about 1454)”
44.22 ; where-fore it is right wele do his person be ponysshed as it pleaseth
you.

(John I, 1454)
55.5 ..., preyng you pat ye wole do them spede in pat matier. (John I, 1460)
Also 102.1,3,4,8,10; 109.18; 130.31; 258.13
[to William I]
432. 5 ; and panne he dede pe clerk of pe counseil of pe Duché seke it, and
ate last it was

founde. (from James Gresham, Probably 1444)



A B C D |E
addressee 1:2:3 ;1; ;2; ;3; b2
(@):(b)i(c)|(a):(b):(c)|(a):(b):(c)
(1st generation)
William 1(9) 1
Agnes(22) 10 6 | 121
sub total 1i1i1 |1 2 1 13 701201
m(znd VR R S S R R A S R S S S
John 1(43) 2 113 52127 | 22
Edmond I(1) 1
William 11(33) 6 1 1 2 20 9 |13
Clement(7) 4 6 3
Elizabeth(3) 6:1 4 3 2
Margaret(107) 10:16 115 : 205 | 58
sub total 14:1:1[4:10:17 2 195:251 | 98 |1
mt3rd s O oSSt SUeoo AOTLAON osbuoh SO AUURUUO:SUUOUUO VPPN SUooobl SURPOOS SNNUON AUccsdOuttt SOmusstl NUSsN NOoe
John I1(86) 1 1:2:2]5 1 72 0 68 | 19
John 111(77) 1i2 1 67 i 46 | 36
Edmond II(8) 4 3
Walter(3)
William I11(9) 3 5
Margery(6) 5 2 2
sub total 1 2:4:2]|5 1 151 ¢ 121 | 60
total 16:2:2(7:14:21|5: :1]|4: 359 :379 |170| 2
table 2
[to John I]

443.20 , and there-fore my masters dede vs don on owre jakkys and owre

salettys.

(from James Gloys, 1448)

443.37; 445.2; 454.1; 471.16,49; 579.48

[to John IIT]

809.12 , besechyng youre maistership to take it vppon you to do it make after

youre

avyce, ... (from John, prior or Bromholm, 1480-6)



[Related Document]

880.59; 888.51

Infinitive with fo is also found. In 532.7, as the objective nouns are long and

the infinitive is far from do, the infinitive seems to need fo by all means.

27.17 ... the seid John shall do lawfull estate to be made to pe seid William
of londes,
tenementz, rentz, and servuysez ... (Agnes, Perhaps about 1454)
157,21 ... it plese yow to do Jon Paston or Thomas Plater or sume othyr pat
ye think pat
cane vndyr-stonde the mater for to spek to the seyd Hwe of Fen
ther-on in hyr
name, ...(Margaret, 1460)
[to William I]
422. 1 Dere syre and weel be-loued, I grete you weel and do yow to wetyn
pat Dawn
John Paston was ate Noreich on Munday last passed ... (from Nicholas,
Prior or
Bromlolm, 1425)
[to John I]
532.7 ... my Mayster Yeluerton and ye and my Mayster Alyngtonshuld haue
do oon ser
John tartyssale, parson of the Estchirche of warham and chapeleyn to the
Walysyng-ham, to put in to the parlement a bille of diuers tresons ...

(from James Gloys, Probally 1455)



[to William 1V]
863. 5 ; jn wittnes wher-off I the seyd Thomas have done this byll to be
written the daye

and tyme a-boue written. (Receipt by Thomas Bradury, 1504)

The past participle is used

25. 5 As for the enquerré I have sent by Pynchemour to enquire, and sent
myn owen
men to William Bakton and don enquired in dyuerse places, ....
(Agnes, Probably 1452)
46.40 ..., seying pat he shuld appele for pe Kyng, and wold have do pe
sheriff delyverid
hym owte of preson ... (John I, 1452)
49.22 ; where-fore it is right wele do his person be ponysshed as it pleaseth
you.
(John I, 1454)
[to John I]
618.15 , and John Herlyng hath do hym lost in the hundred xId, ...
(from Richar calle, Perhaps 1460)
663. 9 Wyndam was at pis sessions, and he hath don Felbrigge and dyuersez
of his
me[n] endyted of felonye, &c. (from James Gresham, 1462)
[to Margaret]
726.35 And also John Pykerell and Robert Cole handon me amercyed in the

kynges lete



in thurgarton xv d., ... (from John Herlyng, 1467)
[to John IIT]
825.19 Wherfore we beseke youre good maysishyp ye lyke of youre
jentilnesse to
recomaund vs vnto oure seyd good lord and ... and to do hyse lordship
presentyd
with a purpeyse whiche we send you be the bryngere of thys: ...

(from the Bailiffs of yarmouth, Perhaps about 1491-4)

3. Type B

Type B: causative do is followed

The meaningless do is considered to be derived from the causative use, ant
there are some marginal or intermediate instances between causative and

meaningless. They are included in this type.

13.11 I prey yow do byen for me ij pypys of gold. Yowre stewes do weel.
(Agnes, Probably 1440)
54.55 ... he fynde or do finde yeyely aftir pe first yere of the dissese of the
said Sir John
vij prestes to pray for pe said soulys ... (John I, 1459)
54.88;70.39; 113.21; 246.39; 391.19
[to John II]
443. 4 ; prayng yow to wete that as for the broke syluer that my masters
wendfor to a
sent yow whan she dede wryte here letter, there is non in yowre forcere.

(from James Gloys, 1448)



443.8; 456A.22; 487.34; 494.18; 495.2; 500.9; 579.26; 659.22

[to John II]

749.25 Like it you to do delyuere pe pore man his goode ageyn.
(from Hugh a(t) fenne, 1468)

The following sentences have do, but if do is omitted, the meanings of
the sentences are not changed. So the following do is periphrastic and
meaningless. This use occurred frequently in the fifteenth century, but the

Paston family did not use so much.

21.9 ... but seyd he that chuld do it chuld bettyr dor” take it up-on hym
than he

chuld. (Agnes, Probably 1451)
28.18 Item, to do make me vj sponys of viij ounce of troy wyght, well
faccyond and

dubbyl gylt. (Agnes, 1458)
88.21; 125.13,14; 130.25; 12.4; 138.3; 140.19; 144.33; 155.34; 157.3;
159.31; 179.9; 182.8;; 183.4; 190.27; 192.65, 126; 240.2; 12.19
[to John I]
443.46 , and I rood in to my master youre moder, and she dede aske me after
my Master

Berney. And I told here how he was hurt, and she askyd Parson of
Oxened if he
were hurt and he seud nay, ... (from James Gloys, 1448)

473.46,67; 558.12; 5666.8; 603.21

[to John II]



753. 9 But I shal and do pray god dayly to sende you such one vnto your
worldes ...

(from Cecily Daune, 1463-8)
755.5,20
[to John IIT]
784. 8 ; and also that ye do warne owre feede men and servauntes, soche as
be nye too

yow, that they be ther thann in owre leverey.

(from John Mowbrey, fourth Duke of Norkolk, 1465)

It is nor clear whether I (i.e. Margaret) who write or Margaret makes her
servant write the letter no. 126, which is not in her hand. so we cannot decide
the do is meaningless oe causative. The similar is applicable to the other

instances.

126.34 I may non leyser have to do wrytyn haif a quarter so meche as I xulde
seyn to

yow yf I myth speke with yow. (Margaret, Probably 1441)
142.24; 145.23; 149.7,10; 157.; 166.29; 180.28; 184.82; 201.2; 252.110;

257.11; 343.19; 365.34

The following eight sentences have marginal do (B1b), and in many instances
it is followed by the infinitive write or other verbs meaning a similar act. It is
not clear whether it is addresser who write the letter or the addresser makes
someone write. So we cannot decide the do is meaningless or causative. The

similar is applicable to the other instances.



[to William I]
424.15 , and endentures whiche we haue doo make pervppon vnto oure said
brother

Oldhalle and Margarite his wyff ... (from Robert Lord Willoughby, 141)
[to John I]
443.53 1 beseche yow of yowre gode masterchep that ye wold not do wreythe
this letter,

... (from James Gloys, 1448)

461.9; 463.8; 542.15; 547.21; 577.3
[to John IIT]
849. 7 ; 1 therfor desire and prey you that ye woll do calle the saide parties
byfore you ...

(from the Earl of Oxford, Not after 1503)

To-infinitive follows do (type B2). In the Paston family only John II uses
to before the infinitive(type B2a). Do in 309.49 is considered to be of no

meaning(type B2c).

250.12 ..., iff the said Sir John paston pay or doo to be paid to the forsaid
Edmund, to

his executours or assignees, L li. sterlinges ... (John II, 1470)
251.9;257.9; 271.0; 296.60
309.49 ... the Bysshope will do to pay for the sowles of my fadere ... (John
11, 1477)

Do in 494.43 is causative(B2a) and do in 699.7 meaningless (B2c).



[to John I]
494.43 as ye vouchsauff to do or do to be done in euery thing I holde me
content.

(from Thomas Danys, 1454)
[to John I]
699. 7 Ser, remembreth your worship if y doo ease you lete me not be
discoueryd, ...

(from Thomas Shotbolt, 1459-66)

Past participle is used 4 times in the Paston family and 5 times to them(type

B3a).

4. 4 1 haue, ..., doon dwely examyed pe jnstrument by pe wisest I coulde
fynde here, ...
(Wylliam I, 1426)
52.4 ... of a bill that shuld haue do put uppe in-to the parlement ageyns my
lord of
Norwich and odir. (John I. Probably 1455)
89.89; 325.10
[to William I]
422.10 Also he seyde as for pe composission of Bromholm he hadde do
sherchyd atte
Clanye, and per-inne he standyth clere, as he seyth.
[to John I]
559. 6 Robert Dene, ..., seyth that lete my maister councell avyse that which

he may do



vndammaged hym-self, ... (from William Worcester, about 1456)

573.9; 673.7; 684.7

We find meaningless do(B3c).

[to John I]

647.2 , and there Jenney had do warned the corte there to be the same Friday,

(from richer calle, 1461)

4. Type C
Do has been used as a main verb, meaning ‘perform’, since Old English. In
the Paston Letters this do shows high frequency as in today. So only some

examples are indicared here.

8. 2 Paston recomaund hym to your good lordship, willyng with all his

herte to doo
yow seruise to his simple power. (William I, 1436)

122.45 ; and if eny person wold attent to do pe same. (Elizabeth, probably
1467)
415.15 1 will do all my might zsowe to love and neuer no mo. (Margery,
1477)
[to John I]
560. 6 I trust whan pei come be your good counsail and meane the shireve
wil doo his

deuoir. (from Sir John fastolf, Probably 1456)



[to Margaret]
711. 5 ... and if the medycyn do you ony good that I send you wrytyng of
last: ...

(from Alice Crane, perhaps about 1455)
[to William IV]
864.15 ..., wherefore in claymyng and withholding the saide goodes ye do
not only

wrong vnto the owners of the same but vnto me, ...

(from Thomas, Earl of Surrey, Not after 1513)

5. Type D
Pro-verb do has also been used since Old English. The Paston Letters have

many instances.

116.21 ..., and wekys ad(=had) told hym pat he wolde bring hym to pe
Kyng; but he hathe not zet doo soo. (Clement, 1461)
415.11 But yf ze loffe me, as Itryste verily that ze do, ze will not leffe me
perfore; ...

(Margery, 1477)
765.14 ..., saying that if he could do any thung for yow and for any servaunt
of yours he

wold do it faithfully. (from John Pampyng to John II, 1470)
796.31 ; howe be hit it were ful necessarye and behofful so to do, that
knoweth God, who

euer preserue you. (from Sir Ralph Hastings to John III, 1483)



6. Type E

The periphrastic do is used sometimes in the interrogative and negative
sentences in late Middle English and established in the seventeenth century.
In the the Paston Letters the interrogative sentences are not used perhaps
for the characteristics of a letter, memorandum or will, which describes the
declarative statement. Instead a question is included in a indirect narration,
as in 24.4 he askyd me why I had stoppyd in pe Kyngys wey. In the negative
sentences it is regular to put not after the verb, as in 66.20 ye come not hatyly.

We have only two examples with the periphrastic do as follows.

31.34 “Sir, and (=if) thow do not I doo, for I will not geve so mekyll to
on(=one) that the
remenaunt Xal haue to littill to leve on’ (Agnes, 1466)
200.58 There-fore puevey hastly and wyssely zerfore whill he levyth, and do
not, as ye
dede whill my lord of York was chancellor, meke delays; .... (Margaret,

1469)

In 31.34 not is put before /, so do may become necessary for the inversion.
In 200.58 as the negative is separated from the verb by the parenthesis, the

addition of do is considered to be helpful.

7. Conclusion
In the letters written by the Paston family the older usage i.e. causative one
with object noun and its bare infinitive (Type A) might be said to become

out of use in the 3rd generation, but in other points anything worth special



mention might not be found. the causative usage with a bare infinitive
alone(Type B) shows no difference among the generations. So does the new
function i.e. the periphrastic usage in the negative sentence(Type E). Even
the brothers John II and III of the 3rd generation have no modification of
their usage of do. In the letters written to the Paston family the older usage
(Type A and B) is occasionally used and other forms are less occasionally
used. It is natural to have a number of instances with do as a main and pro-

verb.

Notes

" As for the members of the paston family, see the introduction of Norman
Davis, Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century. Part 1 and
Roger Virgoe, Private Life in the Fiftennth Century: Illustrated Letters of
the Paston Family, pp. 8-10 and 22

%) The figure in the parenthesis is the number of the letters written in English.
Documents in Latin are excluded.

%) The figures indicate the letter number and line.

 The writer and the yaer of writing are indicated at the end of the illustrative
sentence.

% In Gairdner’s edition doe
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A Study of an inclination to past and to ac-
tuality in the characters in Dubliners(1914)

INO Keiya

That both women and men have an inclination to past or to actuality
may be pointed out in Dubliners. For example, the boy in the ‘Araby’ is
enchanted by Mangan’s sister.' And a bazaar called Araby is to be held
but she cannot go to it for the retreat. So the boy told her that he will buy
something for her if he goes to it. Then he manages to reach the bazaar but
he doesn’t buy anything. In the meantime the bazaar is closed. The result is
that “Gazing up into darkness I saw myself as a creature driven and derided
by vanity; and my eyes burned with anguish and anger.”(24) . Epiphany
is expressed in this sentence. At first Mangan’s sister bewitches him.
Therefore, he has an inclination to past because he only thinks of Mangan’s
sister. But in the last moment he finds himself as “a creature””, Therefore, he
has an inclination to actuality after all.

In ‘Eveline’ Eveline Hill loses in thought in the opening paragraph. She
is thinking about her home. She manages household affairs after his mother
died. But she has full of cares. Taking from her father’s money, she always
has a trouble with him. And she is frightened at his violence lately. Then she
knows a young man whose name is Frank. And he told her that they elope to
Buenos Ayres. She cannot decide between staying home, which is paralyzed
Ireland, and eloping to Buenos Ayres. She decides to go to Buenos Ayres.
But she doesn’t decide to go to Buenos Ayres just before getting on board a

ship. Epiphany is that “She set her white face to him, passive, like a helpless
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animal. Her eyes gave him no sign of love or farewell or recognition.”
(29). An inclination to past in her changes into an inclination to actuality.
She doesn’t love Frank and she doesn’t want to elope. Besides, “a helpless
animal” resembles “a creature” in ‘Araby’ as regards an expression.

In ‘Boarding House” Mrs Mooney has an inclination to actuality because
“She was a woman who was quite able to keep things to herself: a determined

woman.”(46). And she opens a boarding house as follows:

Mrs Mooney, who had taken what remained of her money out of the
butcher business and set up a boarding house in Hardwicke Street, was
a big imposing woman. Her house had a floating population made up of
tourists from Liverpool and the Isle of Man and, occasionally, artistes
from the music halls. She governed her house cunningly and firmly, knew
when to give credit, when to be stern and when to let things pass. All the

resident young men spoke of her as The Madam. (46)

According to the above passage, she can take the present state into
consideration. Therefore, she has an inclination to actuality from beginning
to end in the story.

Polly is contrast with her mother. She is described as follows:

Polly was a slim girl of nineteen; she had light soft hair and a small full
mouth. Her eyes, which were grey with a shade of green through them,
had a habit of glancing upwards when she spoke with anyone, which made

her look like a little perverse madonna. (47)
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C.H. Peake points out that “Her appearance, ‘like a little perverse madonna’,
exactly corresponds to the mixture in her behavior of innocence and
ruthlessness.”, Therefore, she has an inclination to past and to actuality. But

she also changes. She waits while his mother and Mr Doran have a talk.

She[Polly] waited on patiently, almost cheerfully, without alarm, her
memories gradually giving place to hopes and visions of the future. Her
hopes and visions were so intricate that she no longer saw the pillows
on which her gaze was fixed or remembered that she was waiting for
anything.

At last she heard her mother calling. She started to her feet and ran to
the banisters.

— Polly ! Polly!

— Yes, mamma?

— Come down, dear. Mr Doran wants to speak to you.

Then she remembered what she had been waiting for. (52)

C.H.Peake points out about the above description as follows.

It is significant and ominous that though her thoughts turn to ‘hopes and
visions of the future’, these apparently do not specifically include marriage
to Doran, for it is not until her mother calls her to come downstairs to
receive Doran’s proposal that ‘she remembered what she had been waiting

for.*

An inclination to actuality becomes obvious according to “Then she
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remembered what she had been waiting for”. As stated above, both man and
woman have an inclination to past or to actuality in Dubliners, though they
come to have an inclination to actuality in the end of the story which is an
epiphany.

However, in ‘The Dead’ James Joyce’s attitude towards Ireland changes.

Joyce wrote a letter addressed to Stanislaus.

Sometimes thinking of Ireland it seems to me that I have been
unnecessarily harsh. I have reproduced (in Dubliners at least) none of the
attraction of the city for I have never felt at my ease an any city since I left
it except in Paris. I have not reproduced its ingenuous insularity and its
hospitality. The latter ‘virtue'so far as I can see does not exist elsewhere in
Europe. I have not been just to its beauty: for it is more beautiful naturally
in my opinion than what I have seen of England, Switzerland, France,

Austria, or Italy.

‘The Dead’ is different from the other stories.
The characters except Gabriel Conroy in the story long for the past. They
have an inclination to past. This is a story in which Gabriel come to long for

the past. He appears on the scene as a manly and nervous man.

He was a stout tallish young man. The high colour of his cheeks pushed
upwards even to his forehead where it scattered itself in a few formless
patches of pale red; and on his hairless face there scintillated restlessly
the polished lenses and the bright gilt rims of the glasses which screened

his delicate and restless eyes. His glossy black hair was parted in the
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middle and brushed in a long curve behind his ears where it curled slightly

beneath the groove left by his hat. (140)

He tells Liliy that he is going to attend her wedding ceremony in the near
future. He expects that she will be bashful. But she retorts him, saying “The
men that is now is only all palaver and what they can get out of you.”(140).
He feels that he makes a mistake as a description above. But his inclination
to actuality doesn’t waver.

Gabriel still has a sense of superiority to attendance.

The indelicate clacking of the men’s heels and the shuffling of their soles
reminded him that their grade of culture differed from his. He would only
make himself ridiculous by quoting poetry to them which they could not
understand. They would think that he was airing his superior education.
He would fail with them just as he had failed with the girl in the pantry.
He had taken up a wrong tone. His whole speech was a mistake from first

to last, an utter failure. (141)

His inclination to actuality wavers a little owning to Miss Ivors. At first he
notices that “She[Miss Ivors] did not wear a low-cut bodice”(147). His idea is
that women should wear a low-cut bodice. Therefore, his idea about women
is conventional. But she says that he is a West Briton who is a pro-British
Irish person. His self wavers a little.

In the table talk everyone talks the opera in the past.

Mr Browne could go back farther still, to the old Italian companies that
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used to Dublin — Tietjens, Trebelli, [lma de Murzka, Campanini, the
great Giuglini, Ravelli, Aramburo. Those were days, he said, when there

was something like singing to be heard in Dublin. (156)

Besides, Aunt Kate mentions Parkison, whom no one except Mr Browne
knows because Parkinson is too old. Therefore, they have an inclination
to past. Gabriel falls silent while everyone talks opera because he has an
inclination to actuality.

After Gabriel and Gretta return to Gresham Hotel Gretta confesses about
Michael Furey in Galway. This is an opportunity of changing of Gabriel’s

self. C.H.Peake points out as follows:

The dead, the vital past, still lived in the experience of Dubliners: Mr
Browne could be moved by the memory of the singers of bygone days as
Gretta was by the memory of Michael Furey, and from this the closing
image of Dublin as a city of the spiritually dead, briefly lit up by the

memories of the physically dead, develops. °

Cherishing the memory of Michael Furey, Gretta lives. Therefore, she has an

inclination to past. And Gabriel’s self changes and sheds generous tears.

His soul had approached that region where dwell the vast hosts of the
dead. He was conscious of, but could not apprehend, their wayward and
flickering existence. His own identity was fading out into grey impalpable
world: the solid world itself which these dead had one time reared and

lived in was dissolving and dwindling. (176)
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His inclination to actuality changes into an inclination to past in this moment.

Gabriel thinks of death intently rather than life.

Notes

—

. According to William York Tindall, “Since Mangan, one of Joyce’s favorite
poets, dedicated Dark Rosaleen, his most famous poem, to his country, it
seems likely that Mangan’s sister is Ireland herself, beckoning and inviting
like the sisters of Father Flynn.”(20).

2. ‘Creature’ is defined as follows in COD : “a person or organization under
the complete control of another”, The boy is influenced by a conception
which is Mangan’s sister. As Mangan’s sister is a symbol of Ireland
which is a paralyzed nation according to James Joyce, the boy will also be
paralyzed.

3. The Citizen and the Artist, 27.

4. The Citizen and the Artist, 27.

5. Letters 11, 166.

6. The Citizen and the Artist, 50.
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