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A Study of consciousness of politics
in Cyclops in Ulysses (1922)

INO Keiya
The aim of this paper is to extract political imagery in Cyclops in
Ulysses. According to Frank Budgen James Joyce tends to refrain

from making a definite statement about politics.

On one subject he[Joyce] was more uncommunicative than any

man: the subject of politics.!

But as Dominic Manganiello points out Joyce's first work was polit-
ical one, which was ‘Et Tu, Healy’* J oyce denounced Tim Healy
as a traitor against Charles Stewart Parnell in the work. Joyce took
Parnell's side ardently though he was only nine years old at that
time. And besides, if we take the extrinsic attitude towards texts, we

can read them politically. Robert Eaglestone points out as follows:

If the ideas of the author are not of interest for interpretation, the
extrinsic attitude might suggest that the ‘voice of history could
be speaking through the text to reveal (without the author's

knowledge) a range of taken-for-granted political ideas.®

As a viewpoint of the extrinsic attitude is taken in this paper,

Cyclops in Ulysses can be read politically.
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Cyclops episode begins at 5:00 p.m. and the scene is the Tav-
ern, Barney Kiernan's pub, 8-10 Little Britain Street. According to
Joyce's scheme ‘art’ is politics. A man called the citizen, who is an
extreme rightist, denounces England and Jew in the pub. The citi-
zen's having a quarrel with Leopold Bloom, who is Jewish, is one of
features in Cyclops. The cause of their quarrel is politics. And there
is also political imagery in the complicated narrative.

Then, following chronologically in the papers, I will give examples

of political imagery in Cyclops.

And the citizen and Bloom having an argument about the point,
the brothers Sheares and Wolfe Tone beyond on Arbour Hill and
Robert Emmet and die for your country, the Tommy Moore touch

about Sara Curran and she’s far from land. (12.498-501)*

The brothers Sheares are members of the United Irishmen in the
Rebellion of 1798. Betrayed by an informer, they were executed.’
Wolfe Tone, who is a founder of the Society of United Irishmen,
committed suicide in the Old Provost Marshal's Prison on Arbour
Hill.® Robert Emmet is an Irish patriot and abortively attacked Dub-
lin Castle in 1803. He was seized and hanged outside St Catherine’s
Church.” And he is engaged to Sara Curran. Thomas Moore senti-
mentally wrote a poem “She Is Far From the Land” in [rish Mel-
odies.® Though apparently Bloom is an apolitical man, he is deeply
interested in politics.

Immediately after the narrative of “I" a long interpolation of par-
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ody of Robert Emmet’s execution scene follows.

The last farewell was affecting in the extreme. From the bel-
fries far and near the funeral deathbell tolled unceasingly while all
around the gloomy precincts rolled the ominous warning of a hun-
dred muffled drums punctuated by the hollow booming of pieces
of ordance. The deafening claps of thunder and dazzling flashes of
lightning which lit up the ghastly scene testified that the artillery
of heaven had lent its supernatural pomp to the already gruesome

spectacle. (12.524-531)

Then, the parody follows until Robert Emmet is hanged. A romantic
image of Robert Emmet may be criticized by this parody.
A boxing match becomes the topic subject of a talk in the pub.

The match is Myler versus Percy.

It was a historic and a hefty battle when Myler and Percy
were scheduled to don the gloves for the purse of fifty sovereigns.
Handicapped as he was by lack of poundage, Dublin’s pet lamb
made up for it by superlative skill ringcraft. The final bout of fire-
works was a grueling for both champions. The welter weight ser-
geantmajor had tapped some lively claret in the previous mixup
during which Keogh had been receivergeneral of rights and lefts,
the artilleryman putting in some neat work on the pet’s nose, and

Myler came on groggy. (12.960-967)
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These are parodies of sports journalism.” The scene continues until
Myler defeats Percy finally. Myler is symbolized as Ireland and Per-
cy is symbolized as England. Ireland is at war with England symbol-
ically and comically in this scene.

The citizen glorifies Ireland after Bloom speaks.

—Raimeis, says the citizen. There's no-one as blind as the fellow
that won't see, if you know what that means. Where are our miss-
ing twenty millions of Irish should be here today instead of four,
our lost tribes? And our potteries and textiles, the finest in the
whole world! And our wool that was sold in Rome in the time of
Juvenal and our flax and our damask from the looms of Antrim
and our Limerick lace, our tanneries and our white flint glass
there by Ballybough and our Huguenot poplin that we have since
Jacquard de Lyon and our woven silk and Foxford tweeds and
ivory raised point from the Carmelite convent in New Ross, noth-

ing like it in the whole wide world. (12.1239-1248)

The citizen keeps glorifying Ireland and attributes Ireland’s failure
to England. Be that as it may, he knows noted products of Ireland
well.

There is a scene in which Bloom opposes what the citizen says.

—But, says Bloom, isn't discipline the same everywhere. I mean
wouldn't it be the same here if you put force against force?

Didn’t I tell you? As true as I'm drinking this porter if he was at
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his last gasp he'd try to downface you that dying was living.

—We'll put force against force, says the citizen. We have our
greater Ireland beyond the sea. They were driven out of house
and home in the black'47. Their mudcabins and their shielings by
the roadside were laid low by the batteringram and the Times
rubbed its hands and told the whitelivered Saxons there would
soon be as few Irish in Ireland as redskins in America. (12.1360-

1369)

The citizen says that the Irish will swear revenge against England
because the Irish are “the champions of Kathleen ni Houlihan”
(12.1376). The potato famine began in 1845 and came to a climax in
1847. “Peasants emigrated or stayed to die from starvation and dis-
ease; many were driven off their small holdings by landlords who re-
fused to lower their rents or to attempt some kind of compensation
for the disastrous failure of the potato crop.”'” Though the citizen
Is aggressive, he knows Irish history very well. But the citizen sees

things in a binary way. Vincent J. Cheng points out as follows:

For the pacifist, exiled, and multilingual Joyce, the “spiritual liber-
ation” of Ireland and the “creation of the conscience” of my race
involved getting out of the binary structure and into an interna-

tionalist, multilingual, and multiculuralist perspective.

Joyce is multifaceted and is able to see things such as history many

sidedly. Bloom sees things in the same way.
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Bloom says about his race and nation.

—Persecution, says he, all the history of the world is full of it. Per-
secuting national hatred among nations.
—But do you know what a nation means? says John Wyse.
—Yes, says Bloom.
—A nation? says Bloom. A nation is the same people living in the
same place.
—By God, then, says Ned, laughing, if that's so I ‘m a nation for
I'm living in the same place for the past five years.

So of course everyone had the laugh at Bloom and says he, try-
ing to muck out of it:
—Or also living in different places.
—That covers my case, says Joe.
—What is your nation if I may ask? says the citizen.

—Ireland, says Bloom. I was born here. Ireland. (12.1417-1431)

Bloom is a Hungary-Jewish man and this is his identity. But he says
his nation is Ireland because he was born in Ireland. His reply con-
fuses what is Irish.

In addition, Bloom is also conscious that he is a Jew.

—And I belong to a race too, says Bloom, that is hated and perse-
cuted. Also now. This very moment. This very instant.
Gob, he near burnt his fingers with the butt of his old cigar.

—Robbed, says he. Plundered. Insulted. Persecuted. Taking what
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belongs to us by right. At this very moment, says he, putting up
his fist, sold by auction in Morocco like slaves or cattle.

—Are you talking about the new Jerusalem? says the citizen.
—I'm talking about injustice, says Bloom.

—Right, says John Wyse. Stand up to it then with force like men.
(12.1467-1475)

Though Jews are persecuted, Bloom is a pacifist. He answers the cit-

izen.

—But it's no use, says he[Bloom]. Force, hatred, history, all that.
That's not life for men and women, insult and hatred. And every-
body knows that it's the very opposite of that that is really life.
—What? says Alf.

—Love, says Bloom. I mean the opposite of hatred. (12.1481-1485)

We can understand that Bloom is an altruist through his reply. He
recalls a quarrel with the citizen but he tolerates the citizen in Nau-

sicaa.

Did me good all the same. Off colour after Kiernan's, Dignam's.

For this relief much thanks. (13.939-940)

Cyclops episode is composed by the first person narrative and the
third person narrative and direct speech. Joyce fills it with political

imagery everywhere in Cyclops.
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